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UM MUSIC DEPARTMENT EARNS HIGH MARKS 
M ISSOULA-
The National Association of Schools of Music recently re-accredited The University of 
Montana Department of Music for the next decade.
NASM is the agency responsible for accreditation of all academic music programs in 
the United States. According to their report, student performances at UM often exceeded 
NASM expectations, and the UM faculty is "extremely competent, strongly committed to the 
program in both time and energy, and positive in morale."
"We are extremely pleased, though not surprised, that NASM recognizes the 
outstanding music programs The University of Montana provides its students," said School of 
Fine Arts Dean Shirley Howell. "Our Department of Music faculty members represent some of 
the finest professionals in the field."
Howell credits Thomas Cook, chair of the music department, for leading the faculty 
and students to this excellent outcome.
New scholarships and music students’ high morale and excitement about their programs 
were highlighted by NASM for special recognition. The department also was commended for 
serving as the focal point for musical activity in the community, region and state.
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